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Principal’s Message 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
As we approach Easter and the end of the term, once again the school calendar begins to fill with school and 
community events.  
 
HARMONY DAY 
This week we will celebrate Harmony Week. Harmony Day allows us to celebrate the cultural diversity of our 
communities in NSW Public Schools. This year’s theme is ‘Everyone Belongs’. Harmony Day assists us to reaffirm 
the inclusive nature of public schools, build intercultural understanding and belonging, and oppose racism. We are 
very fortunate to have a performance taking place by Kirrawee High School’s African Drumming Group on 
Thursday and we’d like to thank the students and staff at Kirrawee HS for their support of our special Harmony Day 
activities. Students will also have the opportunity to rotate to 6 classrooms learning about the culture of various 
nations. Students will have their ‘passports’ stamped as they move to each classroom’s country and are able to 
participate in themed activities based on the designated country. Students are invited to wear orange or their 
‘cultural dress’ on Thursday 21st March to celebrate the day.  
 
EASTER CELEBRATIONS 
On Thursday 28th March Kirrawee Public School will celebrate Easter with an ‘Easter Hat or That’ Parade. Open 
classrooms will be available on the morning of 28th March with opportunities for grand/parents to view the 
classroom and have a look at some of the magnificent learning that takes place. Please don’t forget to RSVP for 
this event on School Bytes so that teachers can plan either a classroom-based lesson, or lesson outside of the 
classroom if numbers are too large for their space. Recess will follow the open classrooms. While at recess 
parents/carers are able to have a tea/coffee and purchase a treat at our Year 6 Cake Stall. Raffle tickets will be 
sold on the day, and prior to the day via School Bytes. Thank you to those parents who have already purchased 
raffle tickets to support our Year 6 fundraising.  
 
STRATEGIC IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2024-2027 
As Kirrawee PS participated in External Validation (EV) last year to evaluate the previous Strategic Improvement 
Plan (SIP) we are now working on our next 4-year Strategic Improvement Plan 2024-2027. As a result of our work 
in this area looking at data from our external validation and considering directions for the next 4 years, the staff 
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have set the following areas as core business for our next SIP; 
- Student growth & attainment 
- Quality teaching programs 
- Positive school culture & belonging 

If you would like to provide feedback to the school regarding the next Strategic Improvement Plan, please don’t 
hesitate to contact the school. 
 
ATTENDANCE  
As mentioned in previous correspondence from the school, Kirrawee PS, along with all other NSW Public Schools, 
values strong attendance. The expected rate of attendance for students at NSW Public Schools is 90%, however 
we, and many other schools with high expectations for attendance, strive for 95% attendance. Recently some 
letters were sent to parents/carers if their child’s attendance has dropped below 85%. This may include absences 
that have been explained as either leave, sick etc, however, the letter is to notify you as parents/carers that their 
current rate of attendance is below our expected threshold. Please don’t be alarmed if you received a letter, no 
further action is needed. For students whose attendance remains below our threshold as we move throughout the 
year, regular monitoring and support systems will be implemented so that the school and home can work together 
to encourage regular attendance.  
 
OPPORTUNITY CLASS PLACEMENTS 
Parents/carers there have been some changes to the Opportunity Class structure with NSW Department of 
Education looking at ways to ensure that opportunity classes are in the right locations to equitably support high 
potential and gifted students. As a result, the NSW Department of Education will reduce the number of opportunity 
class places at some schools that are near or over their enrolment capacity and establish classes at schools that 
are under enrolment capacity. This will be effective from 2025. There will be no change to the overall number of 
opportunity class places available. Should you require more information about this process, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to the school. 
 
GENERAL REMINDERS: 

- Construction is due to start on the replacement of our K-2 fixed play equipment from Monday 25th March 
with temporary construction fencing being delivered Friday 22nd March 

- Easter Egg donations are still warmly welcomed if you are able to support the event by donating an item for 
our raffle it would be greatly appreciated 

- Year 6 to 7 High School Expression of Interest are due for completion by 10th April 
- Please log in to School Bytes to complete our Third Party Software approval form at your earliest 

convenience 
 
SPECIAL MENTION FOR STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT: 

- Congratulations to Addisyn Thiara for her participation at the South-East Sydney Regional Swimming 
Carnival. Addisyn placed 3rd in her heat and 10th overall. A fantastic achievement! 

- Congratulations to Alena Dunphy for her representation at Pulse Alive. She was selected as Principal 
Vocalist for the evening. A stunning achievement! Congratulations to the other students who performed at 
Pulse Alive. It is a wonderful opportunity to be involved in such a showcase concert and perform for an 
audience. 

 
I’d like to take this opportunity to wish our Kirrawee community a safe and very happy Easter break. We hope that 
you have a lovely long weekend and take the opportunity to spend time recharging the batteries and spending time 
with loved ones. 
 
Kind regards, 
Mrs Melissa Oostdam 
Relieving Principal 
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Early Stage 1 Report 
Early Stage 1 Library Report 
It's been an absolute joy welcoming our Kindergarten students into the library and introducing them to the 
wonderful world of books. Each week, their enthusiasm for borrowing has been truly heartwarming. 
This term, our focus has been on exploring the theme unit 'Shaping Identity'. We've had the pleasure of 
listening to students share stories about objects that hold special significance to them and discussing their 
favourite colours, allowing them to express their unique identities. We've delved into the importance of healthy 
food choices and understanding our changing bodies. As the term unfolds, we will explore topics related to 
safety awareness and knowing how to seek help when needed. 
 
Mrs Sarah Martin 
Assistant Principal – Teacher Librarian 
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Stage 1 Report 
Stage 1 has been exploring the world of 2D shapes. 
Students recently engaged in some hands-on activities to represent 2D shapes. Students were then able to 
search for real life objects that match their shape that they created with chalk and skipping ropes. These 

activities reinforced to students the concepts of 2D shapes, sides and vertices in a fun and interactive way. 
 
During music lessons, Stage 1 has been learning the musical foundations of rhythm and notes. They are 
understanding how rhythm assists them with developing a sense of timing and coordination. Students are 
beginning to apply their knowledge of musical notes in order to play melodies and harmonies on their 
instruments. 

 
We look forward to welcoming families into the school on Thursday 28th March for our Grandparents Day and 
Easter celebrations. 
 
Stage 1 Teachers 
Miss Tucci, Mrs Fulmer, Mrs Harris, Ms Rauicava and Miss Bishop  
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Stage 2 Report 
We have been really impressed with the work ethic of Stage 2 students over the last couple of weeks. 
As part of our mathematics program, we have been practising measuring different objects and distances 
around the school. This has been a really engaging experience for students as it involves a lot of hands-on 
activities. Here you can see some of the 3/4H students collaboratively building a tower that they estimate is 
one metre tall. They were also problem-solving while trying to find three objects in the classroom that could be 
placed end-to-end to make a total length of 25cm. 

 
We look forward to measuring more lengths and distances over the next couple of weeks. 
Mrs Hudson, Mrs Martin, Mrs Shaw and Mrs Werner 
 
Stage 2 Teachers 
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Stage 3 Report  
Stage 3 has been hard at work! All teachers would like to congratulate the students who completed their 
Naplan assessments this week.  
 
Thursday this week we had Harmony day, which is a celebration of our cultural diversity – a day of cultural 
respect for everyone who calls Australia home. Students were asked to wear a piece of clothing from their 
cultural background or the colour orange to help celebrate our differences.  
 
 
In the classroom, we are hard at work: 

● In Literacy we are starting our new unit ‘A bright new world’. Students will be analysing the text ‘bright 

new world’ and ‘dry to dry’ as they explore genre books.  

 
● In Maths, we have been focussing on units of measurements and applying their knowledge of place 

value to convert between units. 

 
● Our Theme Unit this term is “Ethics & Emotions”. Students will be learning about puberty in the coming 

weeks to aid their understanding of who they are and what they value in order to prepare them for 

physical and emotional changes that they will experience. 

 
 
 
Stage 3 Teachers 
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Support Unit Report 
 

One of our favourite weekly activities is going to MUSIC with MISS SPAHR! 
What a treat! We sing, dance, play our instruments and learn all we can about the topic presented to us.  
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Harmony Day - Thursday 21st March  
We are looking forward to celebrating Harmony Day on Thursday 21st March. 

Harmony Day is celebrated every year to recognise and acknowledge cultural 

diversity and the inclusive nature of Australians. The message of Harmony Day 2024  

is 'Everyone Belongs'. To celebrate the occasion, students will be participating in 

various activities that recognise the diversity of the many backgrounds of children that 

make our school the special place it is. There will also be a performance by the 

drumming band from Kirrawee High School, and a special canteen menu for the day, where you can order 

cheeseburgers, sushi, pasta and sausage rolls. 

Students are invited to come to school wearing orange (or a colour close to orange) or cultural dress on this day 

to signify that while we are all unique, we share the same goal of wanting to live together in peace and with mutual 

respect of our differences. Please make sure your child is wearing closed-in comfortable shoes and tops with 

sleeves. 

 

Kind regards, 

Georgia Hudson 

Classroom Teacher 
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 We sincerely thank our advertisers for their support of our school. The NSW Department of Education 
and Training and Kirrawee Public School do not endorse these companies, their services or products. 


